PRESS RELEASE

Join TLC’s Doug Wilson, host of Trading Spaces and Moving Up, as he advocates
for services and equitable funding for people with developmental disabilities.

The State of Illinois has hit a new low, threatening the community agencies that provide life sustaining
services for people with developmental disabilities and mental illness. Illinois already ranks 51st in the
nation in funding for community supports for people with developmental disabilities, and now they have
pulled the plug on several other services while threatening more cuts to those programs that remain.

The Moultrie County Beacon, a non-profit organization in Sullivan, Illinois has been providing services to
developmentally disabled individuals for 41 years. We operate a Developmental Day Program; 24-hour
Residential Services; Supported Work Program; Mental Health Services; Transportation; Nursing Services
Unit; and Summer Camp for Kids. The Agency has already incurred $250,000 in funding cuts and
eliminated 15 staff positions. Any further reduction in funding will make it impossible for us to continue to
remain in compliance with the rules and regulations that govern our programs. As hard as it is to say, an
additional funding cut of 10% would close our doors.

To add insult to injury, the State of Illinois already owes us $800,000 for services we provided last fiscal
year. We have had to borrow money just to make payroll and pay our bills. We want to see legislation that
would require the State of Illinois to pay our interest expense for money borrowed. In our 41 year history we
have never had to borrow money. Unlike the State of Illinois we are a fiscally responsible organization.

Community agencies should not have to fight every year for enough funding to barely get by while state
agencies receive increases year after year. We can no longer sit by and allow the State of Illinois to balance
their shattered budget on the backs of our most vulnerable citizens. Please come out to support the Moultrie
County Beacon, Inc. and all community agencies in Illinois, as we face the media to proclaim our opposition
to proposed budget cuts that affect the services provided to individuals with disabilities. We need your
voices, your passion and your presence to make an impact on the legislators who can change the proposals
that are on the table. Let us ensure that people with disabilities do not become our forgotten Americans.

PRESS CONFERENCE / RALLY Additional Information

about the Moultrie County Beacon

Saturday’ Jllly 11th 12:00 Noon Contact: Susan Sullivan Rauch
The Little Theatre On The Square, Sullivan, IL 61951 srauch@mcbeacon.org
Hosted by: TLC’s Doug Wilson of Trading Spaces and Moving Up. (217) 728-7396 ext. 234
Media Coverage Press Inquiries
WAND, WEIU, WCIA, all local newspapers, Primetime or 20/20, Contact: Robert Escalera

OK Magazine, ABC News, World News Tonight, Yahoo News and robertonyc@hotmail.com

the New York Times (917) 859-2305

mcbeacon.com




